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FOREWORD BY THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

 

It is with immense pleasure that I present to you the HELP 

Student Law Journal 2011.  

 

The journey to the completion of this volume has indeed been 

filled with the usual toils and troubles, lessons and laughter that 

are part of every creation process. The journal that you now 

hold in your hands, dear reader, is the result of hard work and 

long hours put in by each and every member of the Editorial Board.  

 

A special thank you is owed to Ms. Vasantha and Mr Sri Ganesan, who have given us 

much guidance along the way. Not only did they dispense words of advice, they were 

themselves examples of integrity and professionalism.  

 

I hope that this journal encapsulates the very essence of what we as law students love 

about our work – the ever changing, ever evolving nature of the law. Laws are not 

meant to be stagnant and meekly accepted wholesale. Whether one aims to be an 

advocate, a solicitor or part of the academia, we must play our part in shaping the law, 

however small we may think that part. The various contributors to the HELP Student 

Law Journal have tried to see beyond existing laws. I believe that the development of 

this yearning to test and prod the body that is the Law is the very first step. 

 

 

Nathalie Ker Si Min 

Editor-in-Chief 

HELP Student Law Journal 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NOTES TO CONTRIBUTORS 

 

The HELP Student Law Journal (HSLJ) welcomes publications in the form of articles, 

comments, casenotes, book reviews and legislation reviews. 

 

The house style adopts OSCOLA (Oxford Standard Citation for Legal Authorities) of 

the Faculty of the University of Oxford for citing legal authorities. The OSCOLA 

rules are currently the 2006 version; it is expected that they will be updated in 2010. 

 

Contributors should include their relevant titles, degrees, and other pertinent 

background information on a separate sheet of paper. 

 

The Editorial Board reserves the right to make alterations to articles submitted, 

including their style, format, grammar and punctuation. 

 

Manuscripts must be one and a half spaced typed on A4 paper with generous margins 

on both sides of the paper. The soft copy of the manuscript (Mircrosoft Word format) 

should be sent to the Editor-in-Chief via email attachments. 

 

Footnotes must be stated at the foot of each page and must be numbered from 1 to 99. 

 

Footnotes are complete sentences and thus should end with full stops. 

The accuracy of all citations and quotations rests with the contributors. No 

responsibility will be assumed by the Editorial Board for the above-mentioned. 

 

Dates: Dates should be cited in order of day, month and year, eg. 25 December 1994. 

 

Avoid underlining or setting text in bold. Italics should be used when the author finds 

it necessary to emphasise a certain word or portion of the text and for foreign words 

and phrases that have not been absorbed into the English language. Examples include 

bona fide, obiter dictum, and ratio decidendi. 

 

Capitalisation: the word ‘Act’ is always capitalised, but the word ‘bill’ can be in 

lower-case letters. Unless a court if referred to by name, the word ‘court’ is always in 

lower-case letters. 

 

The following should be in itallics: 

 

Names of cases including the letter ‘v’ (omit fullstops after ‘v’) 

Latin and other foreign words 

Titles of authored books. 

 

References: 

 

Law Reports  (1) CLJ 

            (2) AMR 

            (3) All ER 

Abbreviations should not be italicised but capitalised. Omit full stops. 

 



Cases: Cite a case name in full in the first mention in the text of footnote; it may be 

shortened to ‘in the Glebe Motors case’ (or ‘in Glebe Motors’). In shipping cases, you 

can use the name of the ship instead of the full name of the case (for example The 

Eurymedon). 
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